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From  the  Editor's  Desk 


THE   SEARCH   FOR   HAPPINESS 


JMONG  the  people  of  the  world  today  there  is  much  chaos  and 
confusion.  Men  are  wandering  around  in  circles  seeking  lasting 
happiness  from  every  nook  and  corner,  trying  desperately  to  receive 
consolation  and  guidance  from  the  learned  men  of  the  world.  Every 
philosophical  book  that  comes  from  the  press  is  eagerly  scanned  for 
thoughts  and  ideas  that  might  help  them  to  understand  the  purpose  be- 
hind this  vast  existence.  Each  day  new  ideas  disappear  into  the  for- 
gotten horizon,  unable  to  withstand  the  test  of  examination  and  time.  Of 
the  thousands  of  books  and  articles  that  have  been  written  on  this 
subject  none  have  stood  the  test  of  time  like  the  teachings  of  the  Saviour 


Do  we  as  Latter-day  Saints  fully  acknowledge  to  the  Lord  our 
appreciation  for  giving  us  a  "plan  of  life"  that  has  been  tested  and 
proven  for  many  thousands  of  years?  It  embraces  all  the  truth  that  has 
existed  down  through  the  eternities.  Through  a  Prophet  of  God  these 
things  have  been  compiled  in  recent  times,  giving  us  an  over  all  picture 
of  life  as  outlined  by  our  Heavenly  Father.  With  this  added  know- 
ledge we  can  cease  looking  for  ideas  from  among  the  learned  men  of 
the  world.  If  we  will  but  put  forth  the  effort  to  study  we  can  be  the 
possessors  of  these  truths  and  ideas  which  have  accumulated  through  the 
years. _  "Seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto 
you." 


Great  happiness  can  be  found  in  applying  the  gospel  principle  of 
"service  to  others."  Through  our  efforts  to  bring  salvation  into  the  lives 
of  others  we  can  also  bring  a  great  deal  of  joy  and  satisfaction  into  our 
own. — W.E.C. 
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THE  TESTIMONY  OF  A  BLIND  (JfRL 


(Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  testimony  of 
has  conquered  the  cruel  hand  of  Mother 
joy  into  the  lives  of  all  who  are  privileged 
year  old  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Ramah  Branch.  It  is  with  pride  that  we 
vanced  from  the  sixth  to  the  eighth  stand 
her  class  at  the  School  for  the  Blind  at 
humility  and  perseverance,  and  pray  that 
out  her  mortal  journey). 

I  HAVE  A  FRIEND 

I  have  a  friend!  A  friend  who  is  true! 
A  friend  I  can  tell  every  sorrow  to. 
I  have  a  friend  who  stands  by  my  side. 
A  friend  to  whom  all  things  I  confide. 
I  have  a  friend — one  beyond  compare. 
Oh  world,  a  loyal  friend  is  rare. 
I  have  a  friend  who  passed  the  test. 
I  have  a  friend!  I  am  truly  blessed! 

At  the  age  of  ten  I  left  my  home  in 
Johannesburg  to  attend  the  only  school 
for  European  blind  children  in  South 
Africa.  It  is  located  at  Worcester,  a  rather 
large  town  in  the  Cape  Province. 

At  the  school  there  are  varied  religious 
denominations,  but  as  yet  there  is  not  a 
branch  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  As  I  was  the  only  Mor- 
mon attending  the  school  the  only  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  the  restored  gospel  was 
when  I  returned  to  my  home  on  holidays. 

I  was  not  born  a  Mormon  because  my 
parents  were  not  yet  members  at  my  birth. 
I  therefore  went  through  my  infancy  with- 
out the  enlightenment  of  the  Gospel.  How- 
ever, with  the  passing  of  the  war  years 
the  missionary  service  was  restored  to 
South  Africa  and  mother  and  father  in- 
vited the  elders  to  come  to  our  home  and 
play  the  records  of  the  "Fullness  of  Times" 
and  tell  me  about  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith. 

Recently  I  have  been  presented  with  the 
Book  of  Mormon  (in  braille)  by  President 
Evan  P.  Wright,  Elder  Thomas  E.  Robinson, 
and  Elder  Richard  Clarke.  It  is  the  only 
book  of  its  kind  in  South  Africa.  I  am 
thankful  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  for  the  shining  light  which  has  been 


a  young  girl,  blind  since  birth.  A  girl  who 
Nature  and  is  daily  bringing  warmth  and 
to  associate  with  her.  She  is  the  sixteen 
Mike  Escojido,  stalwart  members  of  the 
announce  that  she  has  recently  been  ad- 
ard,  having  scored  the  highest  grades  for 
Worcester.  We  love  Sister  Roma  for  her 
our  Heavenlv  Father  will  bless  her  through 


By  SISTER  ROMA  ESCOJIDO 

brought  to  me.  I  am  now  able  to  read  for 
myself  the  great  "Book  of  Truths"  which 
no  mortal  man  could  have  written  without 
the  guiding  hand  of  the  Lord. 

I  know  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  true 
Prophet  of  the  living  Lord,  just  as  the 
prophets  of  old.  I  know  that  Jesus  Christ 
lives  and  that  we  are  made  in  the  image  of 
our  Father  in  Heaven  with  body,  parts,  and 
passions. 

Several  weeks  ago  I  was  invited  to  Cape 
Town  to  attend  service.  There  I  was  ask 
to  render  a  scriptural  reading  from  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  During  my  week-end 
visit  I  was  overwhelmed  with  the  spirit  of 
friendliness  and  kindness  which,  was 
showered  upon  me.  I  could  feel  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  continuously.  It  was  the  first 
Sunday  in  six  months  that  I  was  able  to 
meet  with  the  Saints  of  the  true  Church  of 
God.  It  was  like  a  desert  oasis  to  the 
(Continued  on   page  5) 
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OUR   NEEDS OUR   OFFERS 

Is  the  Faith  offered  by  this  Church  adequate  for  Modern  Living? 

VyHAT  the  world  needs  today  is  a  posi- 
tive faith.  Have  you  ever  heard  a 
man  say,  "It  doesn't  make  any  difference 
what  you  believe  as  long  as  you  believe 
something."  Surely  there  is  no  excuse  for 
that  ridiculous  fallacy  now!  Ask  the  vic- 
tims of  Hitler's  pogroms  whether  it  makes 
a  difference.  Ask  the  sixteen  million  and 
more  people  who  were  in  Russian  slave 
camps.  Ask  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
displaced  persons  in  the  Balkans  whether 
it  makes  a  difference  what  a  man  believes 
and  what  a  government  practices. 

For  good  or  evil,  faith  is  the  most  power- 
ful thing  and  the  most  practical  in  the 
world.  It  behoves  each  of  us  to  search  and 
find  the  correct  positive  faith — and  optimis- 
tic faith,  yet  one  that  will  cope  with  the 
problems  of  an  industrialised  world. 

Is  there  such  a  faith  in  the  world? 
* 
QNE  of  the  great  products  of  civilisation 
is  religion — the  vehicle  of  faith.  For 
practical  purposes  we  may  divide  up  the 
world  into  five  living  patterns  or  civilisa- 
tions. The  first  is  our  own  of  the  Western 
world.  The  second  is  the  Eastern  world  of 
Soviet  Communism,  followed  by  Hindu- 
ism, Mohammedism,  and  the  Chinese 
religion  of  the  Far  East.  Is  that  vital 
optimistic  faith  and  realistic  view  to  be 
found  in  any  of  these  religions?  Can  we 
find  in  them  the  formula  for  a  successful 
life,  or  a  simple  chart  to  help  overcome 
the  uncertainties  and  problems  of  these 
unpredictable  times?  Do  they  point  the 
way  to  bettering  society  as  a  whole? 

The  Christianity  of  our  Western  world 
seems  to  have  been  worn  down  to  the 
point  where  most  religious  bodies  accom- 
modate themselves  to  whatever  their 
members  demand.  Most  people  want  an 
easy  religion.  They  want  the  comfort  of 
a  church  for  whatever  they  like  to  do,  and 
to  receive  forgiveness  for  sin  through  that 
organisation.  Other  than  this,  little  more 
is  expected  or  desired.  With  most  of  the 
churches  (with  some  exceptions)  following 


By  ELDER  VERL  RICH  O'BRIEN 

this  policy,  the  general  result  is  a 
philosophy  of  indifference,  edged  with 
cynicism  and  despair.  The  possibility  of 
this  condition  rectifying  the  world's  ills  is 
remote  indeed  and  leaves  a  great  deal  to 
speculation. 

Communism  is  dynamic,  passionate,  and 
controls  the  lives  of  more  than  six  hundred 
million  people.  It  is  a  philosophy  of 
optimism — materialistic  optimism.  There 
is  no  denying  the  appeal  of  this  doctrine. 
It  promises  everyone  ham  and  eggs  for 
breakfast,  relief  from  all  economic  pro- 
blems, prosperity,  and  peace.  It  may  not 
deliver  its  promises,  but  many  people  have 
accepted  the  powerful  appeal.  An  inven- 
tory of  the  remaining  three  finds  their 
general  attractiveness  marred  by  the 
poverty,  degradation,  and  base  conditions 
under  which  their  adherents  live. 

* 
JS  the  faith  offered  by  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  ade- 
quate for  the  civilisations  of  the  world? 
Can  the  Restored  Gospel  furnish  a  positive 
faith  capable  of  coping  with  modern 
problems?  Yes,  is  the  answer  of  fervent 
testimonies  throughout  the  Church.  Yes, 
is  the  proclamation  of  every  Sunday  ser- 
mon. What  can  the  Church  offer  to  sup- 
port these  claims? 
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A  few  things  are  certain.  First  is  a 
faith  in  a  personal  God.  Second  is  the 
power  to  repent  and  start  on  a  new  course, 
then  comes  the  opportunity  of  participat- 
ing, with  a  like-minded  group,  in  baptism 
and  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  These  four  form 
the  first  cardinal  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

The  chance  to  officiate  and  serve  in 
various  capacities  in  the  organisation  is 
afforded  to  all.  Men  have  the  opportunity 
of  becoming  bearers  of  the  Holy  Priest- 
hood of  God.  Thus,  the  Church  provides  a 
living,  moving  organisation  of  which  people 
can  become  an  integral  part  and  as  a 
group  society,  move  toward  a  definite  goal. 

Progress  toward  this  goal  may  be  greatly 
aided  by  seeking  out  that  which  is  good  and 
true  wherever  it  is  to  be  found,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  love,  kindness,  patience, 
humility,  and  unselfishness  to  those  with 
whom  we  associate. 

* 
"^/yHAT  is  the  goal  of  the  church  in  these 
days?  What  is  the  objective  of  these 
like-minded  individuals?  The  Church  is 
moving  towards  the  reproduction  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  on  earth.  What  effect 
will  this  establishment  have  uoon  the 
world?  President  John  Taylor  said,  "It  is 
the  doing  away  with  war,  bloodshed, 
misery,  disease,  and  sin,  and  the  ushering 
in  of  a  kingdom  of  peace,  righteousness, 
justice,  and  prosperity." 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind  it  is  easy  to 
see  why  the  mission  of  the  Church  is  to 
encourage  individuals  to  join  the  Church 
and  then  to  move  forward  in  such  a  way 
as  to  bring  these  things  about.  Some 
action  is  definitely  required.  The  mis- 
sionary system  must  be  increased  through- 
out the  world. 

International  significance  can  possibly  be 
attached  to  the  doing  of  a  good  turn  to 
one's  neighbour,  the  holding  of  family 
prayers  in  the  home,  and  the  general 
demeanour  of  possessors  of  this  faith.  Cer- 
tainly work  is  required  from  every 
adherent. 

The  Church  is  the  stone  of  which  Daniel 
spoke.    The  stone  that  was  cut  out  without 


hands  and  became  a  big  mountain  and 
filled  the  whole  earth.  Though  the  church 
will  probably  not  fill  the  whole  earth  until 
th  eend  of  the  Milennium,  its  progress  is 
aided  by  the  support  of  the  members. 

The  faith  that  will  bring  joy  and  happi- 
ness to  millions  is  in  the  world  today.  It  is 
the  duty  of  all  who  possess  it  to  go  forth  and 
proclaim  it — proclaim  it  by  word  and  by 
deed.  Patience  without  strength,  or 
casual  lip-service  given  to  a  cause  without 
action,  produces  false  security.  And 
security  is  the  biggest  attraction  of  a  posi- 
tive faith. 


THE  TESTIMONY  OF  A  BLIND  GIRL 

(Continued  on  page  3) 

weary  traveller.  The  meeting  was  refresh- 
ing and  the  ialks  were  full  of  wonderful  in- 
spiration. 

Brothers  and  sisters  there  is  happiness 
in  abundance  for  everone  of  us  if  we  but 
seek.  If  we  will  only  be  diligent  and  faith- 
ful to  the  Lord.  He  has  given  us  this 
promise  and  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
but  what  he  will  keep  it. 

Since  the  teachings  of  the  church  have 
come  into  my  life  I  have  been  able  to  do 
everything  much  better.  It  has  made  it 
easier  for  me  to  distinguish  the  right  from 
the  wrong.  I  thank  the  Lord  daily  for 
his  great  love  in  sending  to  me  the  elders 
who  have  taught  me  the  gospel. 

I  also  know  that  I  do  not  only  profit  in 
this  life  by  believing  in  the  truth,  but  also 
in  the  life  hereafter.  I  hope  to  have  ever- 
lasting happiness.  That  is  a  priceless 
thing  to  have,  yet  the  cost  is  not  great.  We 
have  but  to  repent,  believe  in  the  Lord, 
and  humble  ourselves  before  Him. 

Surely  these  things  should  not  weigh  us 
down.  It  should  please  us  to  serve  and 
obey  the  commandments  of  such  a  merci- 
ful Heavenly  Father.  He  who  loved  us  so 
dearly  that  He  allowed  His  only  Begotten 
Son  to  suffer  for  mankind. 

I  hope  and  fervently  pray  that  some  day 
I  will  be  able  to  serve  the  Lord  by  hold- 
ing some  office  in  His  Church.  Yet  as  hard 
as  I  should  try  I  do  not  think  I  could  ever 
repay  the  Lord  for  all  He  has  done  for  me. 


CUMORAH'S    SOUTHERN    MESSENGER  February.   1950. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

South  African  Relief  Society 

1949  was  a  very  happy  and  successful  year  for  the  South  African  Mission 

Relief  Society. 

*  *        * 

The  Relief  Society  annual  report  has  been  compiled  and  sent  to  headquarters 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Sisters  for  their  promptness  and 
accuracy  in  taking  care  of  their  Branch  reports. 

*  *         * 

Springs  Relief  Society  had  over  1007c  in  magazine  subscriptions  for  the  year. 
Good  work  Sisters!     Pretoria  came  a  close  second  with  85'  < . 

*  *  * 

The  Mission  totalled  904  visits  to  the  sick.  Mowbray  Relief  Society  led  in 
number  of  visits  with  Pinelands  and  Springs  coming  close  to  the  Mowbray  total. 

*  *         * 

Sea  Point  led  in  Relief  Society  Visiting  Teaching,  with  Mowbray  coming 
second  and  Pretoria  third. 

Port  Elizabeth  came  first  in  days  of    "service    caring    for    the    sick"    with 
Pinelands  coming  second. 

*  *         * 

The  Mission  Relief  Society  totalled  1,095  articles  made  during  the  year, 
with  an  estimate  of  2,075  hours  spent  on  sewing.  Many  bazaars,  food  sales, 
rummage  sales,  were  held  throughout  the  mission  with  great  success. 

•■[■         *         * 

During  1949  the  women  of  the  Mission  have  used  the  opportunity  of  service 
through  the  medium  of  the  Relief  Society.  Their  lives,  as  well  as  many  others, 
have  been  glorified  and  enriched  through  active  membership  in  this  divinely 
inspired  organization. 

The  purposes  of  the  Relief  Society  as  set  forth  by  the  Prophet  are  as  follows: 
To  care  for  the  poor  and  the  sick;  comfort  the  sorrowing:  save  souls:  build  up 
and  strengthen  the  morals  of  the  community;  raise  human  life  to  its  highest 
level;  elevate  and  enlarge  the  scope  of  women's  activities:  foster  love  for 
religion,  education,  culture,  and  refinement;  teach  the  gospel  and  develop  the 
faith. 

*  *  * 

May  the  Lord  continue  to  bless  the  Sisters  in  this  Mission  that  they  may  be 
able  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  Relief  Society  during  the  year  1950. 

Sister  JEAN  D.  WRIGHT. 

Relief  Society  President. 

South  African  Mission. 
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TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT 
Ramah  Branch — reported  by 

Mary  Millan   Stark 

On  New  Year's  Day  President  Yarn  pro- 
nounced a  blessing  on  the  baby  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Henry  Louw  and  gave 
her  the  name  of  Diana  Dorothea.  We  pray 
that  the  parents  will  always  be  able  to 
guide  and  protect  this  lovely  child. 

At  a  Welcome  Party  organised  by  the 
Relief  Society  the  Branch  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
President  and  Sister  Yarn,  daughter  Joyce, 
and  son  Richard.  The  members  feel  it  a 
privilege  to  know  and  associate  with  such 
fine,  God-fearing,  humble,  missionaries  as 
this  family  and  hope  and  pray  that  their 
work  will  continue  to  be  crowned  with 
success. 

Our  sympathy  was  extended  to  young 
Bruno  Ganter  who  has  returned  from 
Simonstown  Hospital  after  undergoing  an 
emergency  operation.  While  on  a  tour 
round  the  coast  he  became  ill  on  board  ship 
and  was  transferred  to  the  hospital.  His 
Father,  President  George  Ganter. 
drove  there  to  be  with  him  and  bring  him 
home.  Bruno  says,  rather  feelingly,  that 
he  doesn't  think  the  stories  of  sea-sickness 
so  funny  any  more. 

Our  prayers  were  offered  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  six-months-old  baby  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Dick  Jakins,  who  has 
been  very  ill  in  Barberton  Hospital  suffer- 
ing from  an  attack  of  tick-fever. 

The  members  are  pleased  to  have  Sister 
Matthews  and  Nola   back   in   their  midst 


after  their  holiday  in  Cape  Town  where 
they  were  happy  to  visit  with  daughter 
Yvonne. 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  are  expressed 
for  the  recovery  of  Robert  Millan,  who  sus- 
tained severe  injuries  in  a  motor-cycle 
accident.  Although  he  still  limps  and  can- 
not use  one  hand  he  is  slowly  recovering. 

The  Ramah  Building  Committee  con- 
tinues with  unabated  fervour.  A  special 
Evening  Service  was  held  on  7th  January 
during  which  Elder  Nicholas  Smith, 
who  has  been  assigned  as  an  assis- 
tant to  the  Committee,  gave  an  inspiring 
and  frank  address  to  the  members  in  which 
he  stressed  the  necessity  for  concerted  and 
unabated  effort  on  the  part  of  everyone  to 
see  that  the  Chapel  was  built  this  year. 
During  his  talk  he  handed  a  cheque  for 
£300  to  Brother  Norman  Muir  on  behalf  of 
the  Missionaries,  who  had  donated  this 
gratifying  amount  while  they  were  met  in 
Cape  Town  for  Convention.  Knowing  the 
hard  times  some  of  the  missionaries  have, 
this  spontaneous  gift  ranks  as  one  of  the 
greatest  sacrifices  we  have  seen  for  a  long 
time.  Elder  Smith  referred  to  the  little 
Sunday  School  member  who  had  saved 
her  ice  cream  money  and  donated  it  to  the 
Building  Fund  as  an  inspiration  for  every- 
one. After  the  meeting  members  met  with 
the  Committee  and  signed  pledges.  The 
Committee,  aided  by  President  Yarn  and 
Elder  Smith,  continue  to  contact  members 
and  non-members  to  raise  sufficient  money 
in  order  to  start  the  new  Chapel  and 
Recreation  Hall  in  the  near  future. 
We  hope  that  one  of  the  Presiding  Authori- 
ties will  attend  the  Dedicatory  Service. 

All  town  is  talking  about  the  Cumorah 
Quarette,  who,  accompanied  by  Elders 
Milan  Felt  and  Nicholas  Smith,  have 
started  their  tour.  A  full  report  of  their 
activities  will  be  published  later  but  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  they  are  appear- 
ing at  Johannesburg  and  Reef  theatres, 
have  lectured  to  the  Johannesburg  and 
Reef  Rotary  Clubs,  and  have  had  good  pub- 
licity. They  are  booked  to  appear  at  a 
concert,  arranged  by  one  of  our  Provincial 
Councillors,  and  a  Building  Committee 
Concert,  arranged  by  Barbara  Munro  in 
the  Selborne  Hall.     The  Principal  of  one 
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of  our  largest  High  Schools  has  requested 
that  they  lecture  and  sing  at  his  school 
and  recently  they  were  received  at  th^ 
home  of  one  of  the  Members  of  Parliament 
who  is  very  impressed  with  the  democratic 
way  of  Mormonism  and  has  arranged  to 
show  the  boys  over  the  House  of  Assembly 
when  they  arrive  in  Cape  Town. 

Elder  Nicholas  Smith  lectures  on 
History  of  Mormonism  or  Archaelogical 
Discoveries  in  South  America,  and  the 
Quartette,  accompanied  by  Elder  Felt, 
render  several  numbers.  They  have  ar- 
ranged a  lecture,  film,  and  musical  evening 
in  Springs  Town  Hall  and  Elder  Robert 
Thorn  has  been  asked  to  join  them.  We 
all  feel  so  proud  of  these  ambassadors  of 
Mormonism  who  have  made  contacts  which 
are  not  always  possible  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events. 

Springs    Branch — reported    by 
Sister  Mavis  E.  Louw. 

We  welcomed  our  missionaries  home 
from  convention  on  December  30.  Elder 
Lisonbee  is  replacing  Elder  Romney  who 
will  be  missed  for  his  cheery  smile.  We 
hope  that  Elder  Lisonbee's  stay  in  Springs 
will  be  a  happy  and  long  one.  We  hope  he 
will  soon  feel  at  home  in  our  small  Branch. 

We  are  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
that  he  has  heard  the  many  prayers  that 
were  offered  up  by  the  members  on  behalf 
of  Miss  Helen  Kotze  who  has  been  so  very 
ill  for  the  past  three  months.  We  are  glad 
to  report  that  Miss  Kotze  has  almost  fully 
recovered  and  at  this  writing  she  is  re- 
cuperating in  East  London.  Her  mother. 
Sister  Kotze,  has  accompanied  her  to  get 
the  benefit  of  the  sea  air.  We  pray  that 
they  may  both  come  back  full  of  vim  and 
vitality. 

On  January  8,  Sister  Judith  Atkins  was 
baptised  by  Elder  Nelson  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  Lisonbee.  Garnett  Atkins  was 
blessed  by  Brother  I.  C.  Louw  the  same 
day.  We  welcome  this  fine  family  into 
the  church.  Brothers  van  Niekerk  and 
Wilson,  with  Sisters  Stemmet  and  Futter. 
constitute  the  fund  raising  committee  set 
up  to  obtain  the  money  for  our  chapel.  We 
hope  to  build  within  the  next  two  years. 
Watch  out  Ramah! 


We  all  join  Sister  Stemmet  in  welcoming 
Brother  Joe  Stemmet  back  from  Salt  Lake- 
City.  We  are  all  very  happy  to  have  him 
back  with  us.  We  are  sure  that  he  will 
greatly  benefit  our  branch  in  view  of  the 
many  experiences  that  he  has  had.  Brother 
Stemmet  spoke  to  us  on  Sunday,  January 
22,  at  which  time  he  related  several  of  his 
more  interesting  experiences.  One  of  the 
most  thrilling  was  the  time  that  he  went 
Ward  Teaching  to  the  home  of  President 
David  O.  McKay.  Then  there  was  also  the 
experience  of  seeing  12,000  people  in  atten- 
dance in  General  Conference.  Welcome 
home  Brother  Stemmet,  you  will  be  an  in- 
spiration to  all  the  members  of  the  Springs 
Branch! 

Pretoria   Branch — reported   by 
John  C.  Troskie 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  party 
was  really  enjoyed  by  all  the  children  and 
adults  of  the  branch.  They  all  received 
presents  and  sang  carols  around  the  candle- 
lit tree.  Congratulations  to  the  officers 
who  made  this  party  so  successful. 

We  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  re-opening 
of  the  auxiliaries  and  hope  for  a  very 
active  and  successful  year. 

Sister  Edna  Heim  has  commenced  nurs- 
ing duties  at  the  Roberts  Heights  Hospital 
and  we  wish  her  the  best  of  everything 
during  that  period  she  will  serve. 

The  Relief  Society  social  and  bazaar  was 
well  attended.  It  added  a  great  deal  of 
support  along  the  financial  side. 

CAPE  DISTRICT 

Mowbray  Branch — reported  by 
Beatrice  Smith 

Surely,  with  New  Year's  Day  falling  on 
the  Sabbath,  1950  should  prove  a  year  of 
blessings.  It  seems  especially  fitting  to 
welcome  the  New  Year  in  the  House  of 
God. 

The  speakers  at  the  first  evening  service 
of  the  year  were  Elder  Dal  ton,  who  spoke 
on  the  "Joy  of  Living  the  Gospel,"  followed 
by  the  two  Elders  who  had  that  morning 
arrived  in  Cape  Town.  Both  Elder  Heilbutt 
and  Elder  Young  spoke  of  the  homes  they 
had  left  and  of  the  things  which  they 
hoped  to  achieve  while  they  were  out 
here. 

Several    of    our    young    people   took   ad- 
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vantage  of  the  long  week-end  to  spend  a 
camping  holiday  at  Crown  Forest.  They 
had  a  very  happy  time. 

There  have  been  many  visitors  from  up- 
country  during  the  holiday  reason.  Among 
these  were  Sister  Hazel  van  Eck,  Sister 
Gosman  and  her  two  nieces,  all  of  whom 
have  their  homes  in  the  Transvaal.  Brother 
Bill  Herd  is  on  long  leave  from  Ea'.t 
Africa. 

Sister  Thelma  Ninow  was  the  first 
speaker  at  the  Sacrament  meeting  on  the 
8th.  She  spoke  of  "Miracles  that  have 
been  performed  in  these  Latter-days." 
South  Africa's  own  lady  missionaries  are 
proving  themselves  a  capable  pair.  Elder 
Robinson  was  the  second  speaker.  His 
subject  was  "Home  and  the  Family."  He 
laid  particular  emphasis  on  the  part  which 
the  observance  of  the  fifth  commandment 
plays  in  family  life. 

This  service  was  followed  by  the  first 
fireside  chat  of  the  year.  The  speakers 
were  three  Elders,  who  were  making  then- 
first  public  appearance  in  South  Africi, 
and  they  acquitted  themselves  very  well. 
In  spite  of  the  warm  summer  weather,  they 
had  thought  their  reception  somewhat 
chilly,  until  the  welcoming  committee  gave 
an  account  of  the  day's  adventures.  Th^n 
the  newcomers  realised  that  they  had  been 
the  subject  of  another  of  the  Elders'  jokes. 
These  three  are  Elders  Moss,  Glenn  and 
Whiting.  The  last-named  is  a  brother  of 
Elder  Juan  Whiting,  who  recently  com- 
pleted   his    mission    in    this    country. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th,  Sister  Edith 
Wiid  was  our  first  speaker.  She  spoke  on 
"Religion  in  the  Best  Sense",  and  pointed 
out  that,  although  God  could  be  wor- 
shipped anywhere,  it  was  right  that  we 
should  honour  Him  in  the  Church  by  at- 
tending the  services.  She  called  on  the 
young  people  to  prepare  themselves  for 
leadership  and  to  establish  the  Church  is 
a  great  power  in  the  world. 

Elder  Bradshaw,  who  followed  her,  spoKe 
on  the  subject  of  "Prayer."  His  address 
must  have  found  its  way  into  the  hearts  of 
all  present.  Two  more  new  arrivals  then 
added  a  few  remarks.  Elder  Bigler  said 
that  he  had  wanted  to  come  on  a  mission 
to  South  Africa  because  Elder  Clark  hai 


painted  a  glowing  picture  of  the  country, 
in  which  his  own  mission  had  been  ful- 
filled. Elder  Martin  told  us  that  he  also 
had  wanted  to  come  here  because  it  was 
from  this  land  that  his  grandparents  and 
his  father  had  emigrated  to  America. 

Both  speakers  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd 
gave  farewell  addresses.  The  first  was 
Elder  Buhler:  he  spoke  of  God's  covenant 
with  Abraham  and  the  relationship  of 
prophecy  and  promise.  Elder  Christensen's 
talk  was  in  the  nature  of  a  challenge. 
"What  is  Mormonism?*  he  asked;  and  then 
proceeded  to  define  the  subject.  We  are 
indeed  indebted  to  these  two  Elders  for 
having  given  us  some  fine  food  for  reflec- 
tion. 

Welcome  home  to  President  and  Sister 
Wright  and  family,  who  have  been  having 
a  well-earned  vacation  in  Durban. 

The  male  members  have  been  kept  very 
busy  on  the  building  alterations  at 
Cumorah  during  the  past  month.  Cer- 
tainly they  have  worked  with  a  will,  and 
there  is  visible  proof  of  their  progress.  The 
amateur  painting-squad  have  also  done  a 
good  job  of  work,  although  may  we  be 
permitted  to  wonder  just  how  much  paint 
was  applied  to  walls  and  how  much  to 
persons? 

We  are  still  looking  forward  to  the  be- 
ginning of  activity  by  the  various 
auxiliaries.  Everybody  should  come  to  the 
New  Year's  jobs  like  lions  refreshed  after 
the  summer  break.  Brother  Lionel  Bibb 
has  been  chosen  as  president  of  the  Young 
Men's  M.I.A.  and  will  serve  as  his  first 
and  second  counsellors. 

Sister  Yvonne  Matthews  is  the  new 
president  of  the  Young  Women's  M.I.A. 
Her  counsellors  are  Sister  Daphne  Higgs 
and  Sister  Yvonne  Enslin.  The  new  secre- 
tary of  the  M.I.A.  is  Sister  M.  Goudie.  The 
Relief  Society  sisters  are  pleased  to  have 
Sister  May  Rayner  as  their  president.  Her 
first  and  second  counsellors  are  Sisters 
Margaret  Park  and  Rosa  van  Schalkwyk. 
Sister  Lillian  Heyne  will  serve  as  secre- 
tary. Brother  Sam  Rayner  has  been  elected 
to  the  office  of  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dent. Bobby  Smith  and  Peter  van  Rhyn 
are  his  counsellors,  while  Rita  Puckey  is 
Sunday  School  secretary  for  1950. 
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We  congratulate  all  these  brothers  and 

sisters  on  their  election  to  their  several 
offices,  and  pray  thai  the  Lord  may  abun- 
dantly bless  their  work  during  the  com- 
ing year. 

Tort    Elizabeth — reported   by 
Sister  Theresa  Trollip 

It  was  really  nice  to  have  the  Elders 
back  from  Conference  on  December  29. 
There  was  a  new  face  in  Elder  Dell 
Higham  who  is  our  new  Branch  President 
in  Port  Elizabeth.  Elder  Gail  S.  Young 
arrived  on  January  5.  to  start  his  mission- 
ary labours..  To  these  two  elders  we  sav. 
"God  bless  you  in  your  labours  here." 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  have  Brother  Otto 
Doller  and  family  in  Port  Elizabeth  for  the 
holidays.  His  son.  Ronald  Otto  Doller. 
was  baptised  on  December  31.  by  Eldci 
Warner  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Wride. 
Although  Brother  Otto  is  living  where  he 
cannot  attend  church  he  is  still  a  faithful 
member  and  has  a  strong  testimony.  He 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  Sacrament  meet- 
ing on  January  8.  He  gave  a  fine  talk  on 
Priesthood. 

Elders  Glen.  Moss,  and  Hamberlin  were 
the  speakers  at  our  Sacrament  meeting  on 
January  15.  They  were  passing  through  on 
their  way  to  their  fields  of  labour. 

East  London  Branch — reported  by 
T.  R.  Booysen. 

The  old  year  saw  us  saying  good-bye  to 
Elders  M.  Dean  Wilding,  N.  G.  Smith  and 
T.  E.  Robinson,  all  of  whom  are  greatly 
missed— Elder  Wilding  for  his  efficient 
leadership.  Elder  Smith  for  his  brilliant 
lectures  and  Elder  Robinson  for  his  musical 
talents. 

We  were  very  happy  to  welcome  Elder  J. 
E.  Niven  as  our  new  Presiding  Elder.  He 
has  already  found  a  place  in  the  hearts  of 
many.  We  also  welcomed  Elders  Heilbut 
and  Moss  and  sincerely  hope  that  their 
stay  in  East  London  is  going  to  be  a  very 
pleasant  one. 

It  was  with  a  note  of  sadness  that  we 
said  farewell  to  our  Elder  R.  Morris 
Patrick  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd.  As 
Branch  Sunday  School  Superintendent  he 
will  be  greatly  missed,  especially  by  the 
children,  as  his  love  for  them  and  under- 


standing of  their  individual  natures  made 
him  a  much  loved  teacher.  Elder  Patrick 
sailed  for  Durban  on  the  Edinburgh 
tie  and  his  numerous  friends  who 
have  grown  to  love  him  for  his  pleasing 
personality  wish  him  everything  of  the 
best  for  the  future. 

Elder  Hamberlin  sailed  with  Elder 
Patrick  after  spending  a  few  days  in  East 
London.  We  were  sorry  to  lose  him  so 
soon  but  were  grateful  for  the  opportunity 
of  hearing  him  speak  at  our  Sacrament 
Meeting  on  the  22nd. 

We  pray  that  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
will  be  upon  those  who  have  accepted  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  and  received  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  during  the  past 
month.  They  are  Brother  Tol  who  was 
baptised  by  Elder  J.  E.  Niven  and  con- 
firmed by  President  Wright;  Sister  Tol 
who  was  baptised  by  Elder  Goodman  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  R.  M.  Patrick,  and 
their  three  sons  who  were  baptised  by 
Elder  R.  M.  Patrick  and  confirmed  by 
Elders  Goodman.  Niven,  and  Patrick. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that 
Sister  McCallum  who  had  undergone  an 
operation  during  the  month  is  now  well  on 
the  road  to  recovery. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  a  fine  crowd 
attended  a  beach  party  held  at  Nahoon 
Mouth.  The  local  Elders  proved  them- 
selves very  good  cooks  when  many  guests 
tasted  their  first  hamburgers. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE  DISTRICT 
Bloemfontein — reported  by 
Sister  Inez  Spear. 

We  were  happy  to  welcome  Elders  Stock- 
ton and  Cook  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month.  We  hope  they  will  enjoy  labouring 
in  Bloemfontein. 

Three  baptisms  were  performed  on 
January  22,  when  Sister  J.  C.  Utermohlen 
and  her  two  sons.  Ronnie  and  Paul.  wTere 
baptised  by  Elder  Payne.  Sister 
Utermohlen  was  confirmed  by  Elder  Dun- 
can, Ronnie  and  Paul  by  Elders  Cook  and 
Stockton,  respectively.  The  confirmation 
took  place  during  the  Sunday  School  meet- 
ing which  was  held  immediately  after  the 
baptism.  At  the  same  time  little  Julliette 
Utermohlen  was  blessed  by  Brother  S.  J. 
Spear.     We  are  very  pleased  to  welcome 
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them  into  the  fold  but  unfortunately  we 
will  have  to  say  good-bye  to  them  next 
month  when  they  leave  to  settle  in  Kroon- 
stad.  The  Utermohlen's  are  from  Holland. 
We  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  this 
family  wherever  they  go. 

NATAL  DISTRICT 

Durban  Branch — reported  by 

Valarie   Hancock. 

We  welcome  the  two  new  missionaries  to 
Durban  from  the  Cape  Town  Convention. 
They  are  Elders  Dale  G.  Johnson  and 
Wayne  D.  Bell.  We  hope  that  these  two 
missionaries  will  enjoy  their  labours  here 
in  our  City. 

Our  deepest  sympathy  goes  out  to  Sister 
Fagan  and  her  family  on  the  death  of  her 
brother,  Ted  Lester.  Brother  Lester  has 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Durban 
Branch  for  a  number  of  years.  The  Re- 
stored Gospel  of  Christ  means  so  much 
to  us  in  our  times  of  distress  and  sorrow. 

We  had  three  missionaries  visiting  the 
Durban  Branch  during  the  earlier  part  of 
this  month.  They  were  Elders  Heber  Olson. 
La  Var  Rockwood,  and  Cal  Hill.  They  all 
arrived  here  from  East  London  on  the 
same  ship.  Elders  Olson  and  Rockwood 
returned  to  Johannesburg  to  continue  their 
missionary  work  and  Elder  Hill  left  Dur- 
ban by  boat  on  his  return  journey  to  the 
States. 

We  have  been  fortunate  this  month  in 
having  President  and  Sister  Wright,  and 
their  family,  spent  a  vacation  in  Durban. 
We  have  certainly  enjoyed  their  visits  to 
our  homes  and  our  Church  services.  We 
hope  they  will  return  to  Cape  Town  feel- 
ing very  much  better  after  their  vacation. 

Our  Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the 
15th  of  January.  The  morning  service  was 
the  opening  session  and  a  good  number  of 
Saints  were  in  attendance.  We  heard 
many  words  of  counsel  and  advice  at  this 
meeting  from  local  missionaries  and  mem- 
bers. 

Our  second  session  was  the  evening  ser- 
vice. The  attendance  was  excellent.  There 
were  seventeen  investigators  and  fifty- 
three  members  present.  This  is  quite  a 
record  for  Durban  and  we  were  certainly 
happy  to  welcome  everyone.  We  enjoyed 
the  wonderful  talks  given  by  President  and 


Sister  Wright.    The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 
surely  in  our  midst. 

The  following  officers  in  the  Durban 
Branch  were  sustained  during  the  morn- 
ing session  of  the  Conference: 

Branch  President:  Elder  Robert  M 
Patrick. 

Branch  Clerk:  Elder  Dale  G.  Johnson. 

Branch  Chorister:  Sister  Valarie 
Hancock. 

Sunday  School  Superintendent:  Elder 
Dale  G.  Johnson. 

1st  Councillor:  Brother  Michael  Smith. 

2nd  Councillor:  Brother  Neil  Hancock. 

Sunday  School  Secretary:  Sister  Lavinia 
Bosse. 

Relief  Society  President:  Sister  Isobel 
Shiels. 

Mutual  President:  Sister  Wynsom 
Bennee. 

1st  Councillor:  Elder  Peter  Russell. 

All  previous  officers  were  released  with  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  the  fine  work 
they  had  done. 

Elder  William  L.  Glenn  arrived  in  Dur- 
ban from  Cape  Town  and  left  after  a  short 
stay  for  Pietermaritzburg  where  he  and 
Elder  Wayne  D.  Bell  will  labour.  Not  all 
the  members  had  the  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing Elder  Glenn,  and  we  did  not  have 
Elder  Bell  with  us  very  long,  but  we  do 
hope  they  will  enjoy  themselves  in  Maritz- 
burg  and  that  we  will  see  them  often. 

Elder  Moss  also  arrived  in  Durban  to 
labour  but  was  soon  transferred  to  East 
London. 

Our  heartiest  congratulations  go  out  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Louis  Duncan.  A 
bonny  baby  boy.  weighing  a  mere  1H  lbs., 
arrived  at  the  Duncan  home  at  12  noon 
on  Sunday,  the  22nd  of  January.  The  Dur- 
ban Branch  continues  to  grow! 

We  were  pleasantly  surprised  at  Sunday 
School  on  January  22nd,  when  Elder 
Donald  V.  Warner  walked  in.  We  were 
very  happy  to  have  him  with  us  at  this 
meeting  and  our  evening  service.  We  hope 
he  enjoyed  being  with  us  as  much  as  wc 
enjoyed  having  him  and  hearing  him  talk 
for  a  few  minutes  on  Sunday  night.  We 
pray  he  will  have  a  safe  journey  home, 
where  he  will  find  his  family  well  and 
happy. 
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Six  missionaries  were  added  to  the  fold 
during  the  month  of  January.  On  the  8th 
the  Westralia  arrived  in  Table  Bay  with 
three  elders,  and  on  the  11th  the  African 
Enterprise  docked  at  Cape  Town  with 
three  new  recruits. 

Having  passed  all  requirements  of  the 
"Processing  Department"  and  withstand- 
ing the  inquiries  of  the  "Most  Honourable 
Cumorah  Council"  the  six  young  men  were 
introduced  to  the  South  African  Mission. 

Elder  J.  GARY  WHITING  hails  from 
Springville,  Utah.  Prior  to  his  mission  he 
attended  the  Brigham  Young  University 
where  he  was  active  in  student-body  affairs 
and  athletics.  He  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  Plumstead,  Cape  District,  with 
Elder  Alden  M.  Romney. 

Elder  JAMES  R.  MOSS  is  from  Murray, 
Utah.  He  is  also  a  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity man  and  had  directed  most  of  his  in- 
terests toward  dairy  farming  prior  to  re- 
ceiving his  missionary  call.  He  has  been 
assigned  to  labour  in  East  London,  Eastern 
Province  District,  with  Elder  J.  Errol 
Niven. 

Elder  WILLIAM  L.  GLENN  claims  Tre- 
monton.  Utah,  as  his  "Utopia."  A  farmer 
by  trade  he  is  a  past  student  of  the  Utah 
State  Agricultural  College.  He  has  been 
assigned  to  labour  in  Pietermaritzburg, 
Natal  District,  with  Elder  Wayne  D.  Bell. 

Elder  THARIN  J.  BIGLER  is  from  Rex- 
burg.  Idaho.  He  was  attending  Ricks  Col- 
lege immediately  prior  to  his  call  to  the 
mission  field.  He  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  Pinelands,  Cape  District,  with 
Elder  Vernon  L.   Scott. 

Elder  GLENN  L.  HA.MBERLIN  hails 
from  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,  where  he 
served  as  a  Stake  Missionary.  He  is  a  past 
student  of  the  L.D.S.  Business  College.  He 


has    been    assigned   to    labour    in    Durban. 
Natal  District,  with  Elder  Fred  K.  Boede. 

Elder  DEAN  W.  MARTIN  is  from 
Western  Springs,  Illinois.  He  was  also  a 
student  at  the  Brigham  Young  University 
at  the  time  he  received  his  call  to  serve  the 
Lord.  He  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
Rosebank,  Cape  District,  with  Elder  Robert 
W.  Gardner. 


Returning  to  Zion  aboard  the  Llan- 
dovery Castle,  Elders  Buhler.  Christensen. 
Curtis,  and  Warner  watched  the  shores  of 
South  Africa  fade  into  the  distance  as  their 
ship  made  its  way  up  the  East  Coast  of 
Africa  toward  the  cool  Mediterranean. 
Having  completed  honourable  missions 
these  four  elders  were  released  on  Febru- 
ary 5,  1950. 

Elder  Buhler  was  spokesman  for  the 
group  in  bidding  the  many  people  of  South 
Africa  "good-bye." 

"It  seems  that  all  good  things  must  come 
to  an  end.  Of  course  we  are  speaking  of 
our  missions.  These  have  been  two  of  the 
best  years  of  our  lives.  Our  personal  gain 
has  been  beyond  comprehension  and  the 
knowledge  gained  through  our  experiences 
here  will  be  of  much  help  to  us  in  the 
future.  It  will  make  us  better  men  in 
those  things  which  will  be  our  lot  and 
undertaking  throughout  life." 

"Our  lives  have  been  made  better  and 
our  testimonies  have  grown.  We  know 
that  without  a  doubt  there  is  no  joy  like 
the  joy  found  in  seeking  gospel  truths.  We 
wish  to  thank  all  of  you  for  those  things 
that  you  have  done  to  make  our  missions 
successful.  We  can  never  forget  your  kind- 
ness to  us.  We  are  leaving  a  country  that 
we  love.  It  has  treated  us  most  hospitably 
and  it  has  been  a  glorious  opportunity  to 
labour  here." 


February,  1950. 
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Elder  HERMAN  N.  BUHLER  has  been  a 
source  of  joy  and  happiness  to  all  those 
he  has  come  in  contact  with  during  his 
missionary  service.  Many  thanks  to  him 
for  the  long  hours  he  has  spent  working  on 
various  mission  projects  and  teaching  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  He  will 
long  be  remembered  for  his  ability  to  "get 
the  job  done"  where  others  were  unable. 
During  his  mission  he  laboured  in  Good- 
wood, Vereeniging,  Ramah,  and  Pinelands. 


Elder  KENNETH  R.  CURTIS  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  the  companions  and  mem- 
bers he  has  laboured  among.  He  has  given 
his  undivided  attention  toward  preaching 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  has  proved 
himself  a  humble,  energetic  missionary. 
During  his  mission  he  laboured  in  Berg- 
vleit,  Mowbray,  Paarl,  Rosebank,  Ramah, 
Norwood,  Port  Elizabeth,  and  Durban.  He 
served  as  District  President  in  the  last 
two  areas. 


Elder  WILLIAM  E.  CHRISTENSEN  is 
acknowledged  by  his  many  companions  as 
one  of  the  hardest  working  missionaries  in 
the  field.  He  has  been  consistent  and 
humble  throughout  his  labours  and  leaves 
behind  many  warm  friends  to  whom  he  has 
brought  the  restored  message.  Elder 
Christensen  laboured  in  Plumstead, 
Southern  Suburbs,  Sea  Point,  and  Bloem- 
fontein  where  he  served  as  District  Presi- 
dent. 


Elder  DONALD  V.  WARNER  has  been  a 
most  capable  missionary.  He  has  warmed 
the  homes  of  many  South  Africans  with 
his  outstanding  sincerity  and  perseverance 
in  teaching  the  Lord's  word.  He  laboured 
in  Pretoria,  Forest  Hill,  and  Port  Eliza- 
beth. 

To  these  five  departing  missionaries  we 
desire  to  express  our  appreciation  for  a 
"job  well  done"  and  ask  the  Lord's  blessing 
to  be  with  them  alwavs. 


14 


CUMORAH'S    SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


February.  1950. 


<  \KONIA  PASSENGER  VISITS  CUMORAH 
While  many  wealthy  American  tourists  from  the  luxury  ship  (  aroma  were 
busily  spending  their  money  in  Cape  Town  curio  shops,  Mr.  William  R.  Wallace, 
a  prominent  Utah  man,  was  content  in  climbing  the  surrounding  hills.  President 
Evan  P.  Wright  welcomed  Mr.  Wallace  when  he  paid  an  unexpected  visit  to 
Cumorah.  Eighty-five  years  of  age,  he  had  just  returned  from  an  attempt  to 
climb  Table  Mountain,  which  was  quite  possibly  inspired  by  a  personal  interview 
he  attended  with  General  Smuts.  He  pn  ised  the  beauty  of  Cape  Town  and  the 
friendliness  of  the  South  African  population.  He  is  touring  the  Union  for  the  first 
time. 

A  native  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  Mr.  Wallace  has  been  a  National  leader  in 
the  Democratic  Party.  He  received  Utah's  First  Citizen  Award  in  January  1934. 
It  is  with  honour  that  we  welcome  Mr.  Wallace  to  sunny  South  Africa  and  wish 
him  the  greatest  of  success  and  happiness  in  his  extensive  tour. 


IN   SYMPATHY 

In  a  recent  letter  to  the  Mission  Presi- 
dent, Brother  Fred  J.  Spear  of  Luanshya, 
Northern  Rhodesia,  related  the  passing  of 
his  eighteen  year  old  daughter,  Yvonne. 
Sister  Yvonne  died  of  polio  on  January  1, 
1950.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Church,  with  a  strong  testimony  of  the 
gospel.  Her  sudden  death  has  been  a  great 
shock  throughout  the  Mission. 

In  his  letter  Brother  Spear  enclosed 
Yvonne's  last  payment  of  tithing  and 
acknowledged  his  gratitude  to  the  Lord  for 
the  strength  and  comfort  he  had  received 
from  the  Priesthood  during  his  hour  of 
sorrow.  Many  sympathising  friends  who 
attended  the  funeral  were  amazed  at  the 
faith  of  Brother  Spear  who  conducted  the 
services.  He  was  assisted  by  Brother 
Juber  and  Brother  Charsley. 

Sister  Wilhimina  Swart,  wife  of  Brother 
Swart,  died  on  January  31st  after  a  short 
illness.  Memorial  Services  were  held  at 
Cumorah  with  President  Evan  P.  Wright 
conducting.  President  Wright  and  Broth  ,-r 
Thomas  E.  Wilson  were  the  speakers. 

Sister  Swart  was  an  outstanding  mem- 
ber of  the  Mowbray  Branch.  She  will 
always  be  remembered  for  her  humility 
and  willingness  to  serve  the  Lord. 

In  sympathy  we  express  our  concern  for 
those  who  mourn  the  passing  of  these  two 
members.  We  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
comfort  those  from  whom  they  have  de- 
parted. 


TRANSFERS 

The  following  transfers  were  effected 
during  the  month  of  January: 

Elder  ROBERT  G.  HYER— transferred 
from  the  Mission  Office,  Cape  District,  to 
Sea  Point,  Cape  District,  to  labour  with 
Elder  Gilbert  G.  Tobler. 

Elder  VERL  R.  O'BRIEN— transferred 
from  Claremont,  Cape  District,  to  Pretoria, 
Transvaal  District,  to  labour  with  Elder 
John  A.  Wursten. 

Elder  ROBERT  M.  PATRICK -trans- 
ferred from  East  London,  Eastern  Province 
District,  to  Durban,  Natal  District,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Dale  G.  Johnston. 

Elder  J.  DALE  REED— transferred  from 
Pretoria,  Transvaal  District,  to  Port  Eliza- 
beth, Eastern  Province  District,  to  labour 
with  Elder  Gail  S.  Young. 

RAMAH  BUILDING  FUND 

On  behalf  of  the  Ramah  Building  Com- 
mittee and  the  Members  and  Friends  of  the 
Ramah  Branch.  I  have  been  requested  to 
express  our  deep  appreciation  to  the  Mis- 
sion Presidency  and  Missionaries  in  South 
Africa,  for  their  very  generous  and 
thoughtful  contribution  of  £300  towards 
the  Building  Fund  for  our  New  Chapel  and 
Recreation  Hall.  We  all  feel  sure  it  will 
be  a  greater  incentive  to  us  to  give  mop? 
freely  and  work  much  harder  to  obtain 
our  Chapel,  and  pray  that  it  may  touch 
the  hearts  of  all  throughout  the  Mission 
as  it  has  done  ours. 

NORMAN  G.  MUIR. 
Chairman  of  Ramah  Building  Committe.v 


February,  1950. 
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OURS    IS    A    HAPPY    HOME 

By  BARBARA  JEAN  WRIGHT 


I  am  thankful  to  my  Heavenly  Father 

for  my  wonderful  home.     I  am  happy 

that    my    father    have    taught    me    the 

gospel  since  I  was    a    small    girl.     The 

gospel  has  helped  me  to  be  clean  and 

neat  in  my  everyday  activities.     It  has 

helped  me  to  love  my 
father,  my  mother,  and 
my  two  small  brothers. 
It  has  taught  me  that  in 
the  Heavens  above  there 
is  a  Father  who  watches 
and  guides  me  with  a 
loving  hand. 

There  are  many  things 
in  my  life  that  other 
children  my  age  don't 
have.  I  have  a  happy 
home  life  where  I  have 
been  taught  to  pray  and 
express  my  gratitude  for 
the  Lord's  kindness.  It 
\s  a  wonderful  feeling  to 
arise  after  having  said 
my  prayers  because  I 
know  that  I  have  just 
spoken  with  my  Father 
in  Heaven.  I  have  been 
taught  to  refrain  from 
the  use  of  strong  drinks,  tea,  coffee, 
tobacco,  and  to  avoid  all  temptation.  I 
am  thankful  that  my  father  and  mother 
have  set  good  examples  in  teaching  me 


the  gospel  truths  which  have  helped  me 
to  resist  temptation. 

I  was  baptised  and  confirmed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  at  the  age  of  eight  by 
my  father.  Since  then  I  have  learned 
from  experience  that  I  feel  the  happiest 
when  I  am  living  the  gospel's  teachings. 
I  hope  that  by  setting 
a  good  example  to  my 
school  mates  I  can  help 
them  to  learn  about  the 
true  teachings  of  God. 
It  is  while  we  are  young 
that  we  must  learn  how 
to  live,  so  that  when  we 
grow  up  we  will  be 
better  and  happier  chil- 
dren of  our  Heavenlv 
Father. 

I  am  thankful  that  my 
father  has  been  called  to 
serve  two  missions  in  the 
land  where  I  was  born 
and  that  as  the  daughter 
of  the  Mission  President 
I  am  able  to  associate 
with  the  elders,  mem- 
bers, and  many  friends 
throughout  the  "Mission. 
I  pray  that  all  the  boys 
and  girls  of  this  land  will  have  a  testi- 
mony of  the  true  Church  and  that  their 
fathers  and  mothers  will  teach  them  the 
gospel  as  mine  have. 


COVER 


On  April  6,  1841,  approximately  10,000 
people  from  Nauvoo  and  surrounding  sec- 
tions were  present  to  witness  the  laying  of 
the  four  cornerstones  of  the  Nauvoo  Temple. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  Prophet  Joseph, 
work  on  the  building  was  started,  "That 
the  Saints  may  have  a  place  to  worship  God, 


and  the  Son  of  Man  have  where  to  lay  his 
head."  It  was  completed  and  dedicated  in 
the  early  months  of  1846,  and  for  the  first 
time  the  Latter-day  Saints  received  their 
'blessings  and  endowments  in  the  Lord's 
House. 


Hi 
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Even  it  it's  business  that  takes  you  to  the  U.S.A.,  why  not  make  it  a  luxury  "  vacation  "  voyage  on  one 
Of  the  magnificent  new  Farrell  Lines  sister-ships.  AFRICAN  ENTERPRISE  and  AFRICAN 
ENDEAVOR. 

With  accommodation  limited  to  82  passengers— all  \st  class — you  have  all  the  comforts  and  amenities 
you  can  wish  for. 

Every  stateroom  facing  outside  and  with  its  own  toilet  and  shower .  .  .  sumptuous  saloons  and  lounges  . .  . 
open  air  tiled  swimming  pool  .  .  .  spacious  promenade  and  sports  decks  .  .  .  delectable  cuisine  .  .  .  atten- 
tive round-the-clock  service.  And  nearly  all  the  way  you'll  be  gliding  through  calm  seas,  basking  neath 
blue  skies  in  the  friendly  warmth  and  sunshine  of  the  famed  "  Fair  Weather  Route." 
17  Days  from  Cape  Town  to  New  York  -that's  all!  And  the  cost  of  your  fare — surprisingly  moderate. 
What  more  delightful  way,  then,  to  take  your  business  trip  to  the  U.S.A. — or  to  spend  your  holiday, 
with  time  For  a  sightseeing  stopover — than  a  Farrell  Lines  luxury  "  vacation  "  voyage! 
You  may  board  ship  at  Cape  Town,  Durban  or  Port  Elizabeth. 


■      NCO      R      PORATED 

Durban    John  T.  Rennie  &  Sons. 
Johannesburg    John  7 .  Rennie  &  Sons. 
Cape  Town    John  T.  Rennie  &  Sons. 
Port  Elizabeth  .  Edward  Searle  &  Co. 
East  London     Deary  &  Co.  (Pty.)  Ltd. 
Salisbury  :  Allen.  Wack  &  Shepherd  ( Rhodesia < 
Wahis  Bay  .  Mann,  George  &  Co.  (S.W.A.)  Lt 
Luderit:     Metje  &  Ziegler  (Pty.)  Ltd. 
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